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Iran envoy: Israel incapable
of attacking Lebanon
BEIRUT: Israel has neither the power
nor the ability to attack Lebanon,
Iran’sAmbassador Ghazanfar Rokn-
abadi saidWednesday. “The Israelis
don’t have the strength to carry out
any attack on Lebanon,” Roknabadi
told Hezbollah’sAl-Nour radio sta-
tion. “We do not want to have to repel
any attack; Israel would be automati-
cally wiped out of existence,” he
added. Roknabadi said Iran “chal-
lenges the whole world” in its 33-
year-long and ongoing commitment to
the principles of the Iranian Revolu-
tion. “We are proud to support all the
just and righteous causes. And on this
basis we support the resistance and all
those who resist the Zionist occupa-
tion in the world,” he added in refer-
ence to Hezbollah of Lebanon and
Hamas of Palestine. But Roknabadi
maintained that the current era is not
one of war. “We are not in a time of
military conflict. Instead, we have
entered the age of technology and
nanotechnology,” he said, while
boasting that Iran ranks first among
Arab and Islamic countries when it
comes to nuclear technology. He said
Iran has never succumbed to diktats
from the U.S. or Israel “and now we
are headed toward changing global
governance.” He also warned that Iran
would respond should theWest com-
mit any follies. – The Daily Star

Four wounded Syrians moved
to state-run hospital in north
BEIRUT: Four wounded Syrians who
crossed the border into Lebanon were
transported to a state-run hospital in
Tripoli, north Lebanon, reported the
National NewsAgencyWednesday.
The wounded Syrians, who crossed
into Lebanon via the Bekaa border
town of Al-Qaa, were taken in a
Lebanese Red Cross ambulance to
Tripoli’s government-run hospital.
The United Nations estimates that
more than 5,400 Syrians have been
killed since March 2011 as a result of
the crackdown launched by Damas-
cus against protesters calling for
reforms in the tightly controlled state.
U.N. statistics also indicate that more
than 5,600 Syrians have fled to
Lebanon since the outbreak of the
uprising and that around 150 wound-
ed Syrians have been treated in
Lebanon. – The Daily Star

Army, UNIFIL conduct
3-day land-to-sea drill
SIDON: The Lebanese Army and
U.N. peacekeepers carried out live-
fire exercises Wednesday in the
southern border town of Naqoura.
The three-day drill, which kicked off
Tuesday, was based on land-to-sea
exercises consisting of firing on sea-
based targets. The drill involved
155mm artillery fire and heavy
machine guns. – The Daily Star

Activists stage sit-in over
Lebanese jailed in France
BEIRUT:Around 150 activists from
the Union of Lebanese Democratic
Youth held a sit-in Wednesday in
front of the French Embassy in Beirut
calling for the release of George
Abdullah who has been imprisoned in
France for 28 years despite his sen-
tence ending in 1999. The protesters
raised banners and chanted in support
of Abdullah, who remains in French
custody after entering prison in 1984
on charges of killing Israeli and
American military officials. Activist
Mohammad Jammoul spoke in the
name of the protesters and said that
the French government has been
holdingAbdullah in arbitrary deten-
tion since the end of his sentence in
1999 and has ignored all calls for his
release. Jammoul added that previous
Lebanese governments have not
addressedAbdullah’s case with
France for fear of losing its political
support. – The Daily Star

Child labor prevalent in north and Bekaa valley, says report
By Emma Gatten
The Daily Star

BEIRUT: When Monzir was 14, the
small shop his father owned in his
home village in the western Bekaa
began to lose business.
Monzir, already frustrated by his

low grades, dropped out of school and
looked for work to support his parents
and two sisters.
“I felt I was wasting time by being

in school,” he told The Daily Star. He
began towork in a shop, resigning him-
self to a future with few opportunities,
and becoming one of thousands of chil-
dren in the Bekaa region earning an
average of just LL50,000 a week.
“My boss was tough, and it was dif-

ficult to live,” he said. “I was living it
as something that would never change,
that Iwould never get further than this.”
Monzir’s experience is echoed

across Lebanon, particularly in the
Bekaa Valley and the north, among
kids even younger and more vulnera-
ble than him, according to a study
released Wednesday by the Interna-
tional Labor Organization and Saint
Joseph University (USJ).
The study – during which 1,007

working children in the north and the
Bekaa, employed in a variety of indus-
tries including carpentry, automobile
manufacture and hospitality, were
interviewed – showed that 29.5 percent
of working children in the north and
36.5 percent in the Bekaa were below
14, the legal minimum working age.
Roula Abi Habib-Khoury, the head

of the department of sociology and
anthropology at USJ and the lead
researcher on the study, said one the

most shocking aspects of the studywas
the normalcy with which child labor is
treated in the areas it is most prevalent.
“You don’t expect people to be so

open about child labor, to see children
working as they do,” she said. “Child
labor is part of their culture.”

Both the ILO and UNICEF argue
that the minimum working age should
be raised to 15, as stipulated in a cur-
rent draft labor law. However, domes-
tic and agricultural work, sectors with
high levels of child labor, are not cov-
ered by Lebanese labor law.

Child labor is inextricably linked to
poverty and education, the research
showed. In the north, where a person is
nine times more likely to be below the
poverty line than in the rest of the coun-
try, children are also six times more
likely to be employed in child labor.

More than 33 percent of children in
the workforce in the north and nearly
40 percent in the Bekaa could not read
and write. This was despite the fact
that, in the Bekaa, the majority of illit-
erate children had attended school for
at least two years.
Like Monzir, many of the children

the ILO spoke to said they had left
school because they weren’t succeed-
ing or weren’t interested, and consid-
ered taking up jobs in their childhood
to be inevitable.
Speaking at Wednesday’s launch,

Fadi Yarak, the director general at the
Education Ministry, said the ministry
mustworkwith localmunicipalities and
communities to counter school drop-out
levels, but acknowledged problems
within the public school system.
“We call upon municipalities who

have ideas to participate,” said Yarak.
“As a ministry, we have our doors
open to everybody.”
Lebanon has ratified several con-

ventions on child labor, including the
U.N. Convention on the Rights of the
Child in 1991, and was one of the first
countries in region to sign up to ILO
child labor conventions 182 and 138,
in 2001 and 2003.
However, the incorporation of chil-

dren within personal status laws
makes it difficult to create clear-cut
legal protections over child labor.
After two years of working, Monzir

took it upon himself to seek further
education, joining the Fourass Voca-
tional Training Center, where he was
taught key computer skills, enabling
him to leave his shop job.
“Before training, I wasn’t able to do

anything. I had bare hands…Now, I’m
sure my future will be better,” he said.

Researchers say the most shocking aspects of the study is the normalcy with which child labor is treated.
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