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BEIRUT: Beirut Madinati, a consortium of technocrats, activists, and
artists, announced their electoral list
Friday, which will contend in Beirut’s
upcoming municipal elections. Half
of the candidates are women.
“Because Beirut is my city and
because we all want to live in
Beirut,” Ibrahim Mneimneh, the
head of the electoral list, told the
assembled crowd to thunderous
applause. “With joy, exhaustion,
and love, we are here to announce
our candidates.”
Mneimneh is an engineer and an
expert in urban design. He has done
extensive research on Beirut’s traditional neighborhoods and the establishment of new quarters. Mneimneh is a recipient of the Leadership
in Energy and Environmental

deputy chief. Other candidates
include Ahmad Kaabour, Amal
Sharif, Iman Hasan Ghandour,
Houssam Hawa, Rana Khoury, Rita
Maalouf, Serge Yazigi, Abdel-Halim Jaber, Farah Kobeissi, Carol Shibli Tueni Livon Telvizian, Marc
Jaara, Maria Manoug, Marwan
Taibi, Mona Halak, Mona Daouk,
Nadine Labaki, Najib Deek, Nada
Dalal Doughan, Nada Sehnaoui,
Walid Alami and Yorgui Tayrouz.
The candidates come from
diverse backgrounds ranging from
the arts, advocacy, media, and business. But the list faces an uphill battle, as it is competing against powers that have controlled Beirut’s
municipality for generations.
“We are betting on the consciousness and awareness of the youth and
that they will read the studies we
have provided and come down and
vote for [themselves],” Kaabour told

ditional political parties.”
Kaabour said that the group has
refrained from hanging candidates’
pictures and the group’s slogans.
They believe doing so would only
pollute an already toxic environment.
Beirut Madinati’s list is the only
one, to contain 12 women. If the
group succeeds, they would make history, as Beirut would have a municipal council where women hold half
the seats for the first time ever. The
council is composed of 24 members.
Sharif is an art director and an
activist for the disabled.
Most of her work revolves around
promoting accessibility for wheelchairs in public spaces.
Labaki is a prominent actress and
director. Her films have won recognition and accolades around the
world. “I don’t think I shifted from
art to politics … artists have a special role to play in the Middle East

people. Their platform includes
remedies for the host of woes ailing
the capital’s residents. If elected, they
plan on improving public spaces, and
have promised to establish a park
and public library in each neighborhood. They have vowed to tackle
traffic congestion through implementing and improving public transportation. They also seek to implement socio-economic development
and increase recycling initiatives.
With the odds stacked against
them, the group of academics,
artists, technocrats and activists are
striving to wrest Beirut’s municipality from the grip of the traditional powers, who they claim have
failed the city and have contributed
to its downfall.
Whether they succeed, only time
will tell.
Beirut’s Municipal Elections are
scheduled for May 8.

Students with learning disabilities to get schools
BEIRUT: Education Minister Elias
Bou Saab Friday announced plans
to build 60 schools over the next
two years that will cater to children
with learning disabilities.
Speaking at a ceremony marking
the “national day for students with
learning disabilities” at the Monroe
Hotel in Beirut, Bou Saab said he
would begin implementing the initiative by trying to secure funds to create 30 schools during the first year.
“I will work within two years to
build 60 schools in Lebanon. I will
fund 30 schools in the first year and

ter for Research and Development.
“I will be responsible for ensuring
the funds and you are responsible for
the success of this model of schools.
The Education Ministry’s doors are
always open. We must start with a
project to upgrade the learning curriculum and modify them to conform with the technological and
electronic development so as to help
students with learning disabilities to
adapt,” Bou Saab added.
The minister criticized the government for failing to allocate funds
to build schools that deal with chil-

Bou Saab. “Regretfully, too, the
Education Ministry concerns every
house in Lebanon, except the government which does not show concern [with the Education Ministry]
as if politicians have forgotten that
they were students.”
He called on the government to
follow in the footsteps of the government in Singapore which approved a
huge budget for education and
improving the learning situation.
“This had led to economic prosperity. We must learn from it,” he said.
Bou Saab stressed the need to

He said the schools would be integrated, suggesting they would
include both students with learning
disabilities, and those without.
Bou Saab also said he hoped to see
a change in the next official exam
cycle with regard to the participation
of students with learning disabilities.
Separately, Bou Saab in an interview with Future TV Thursday also
noted his ministry will be working
with research and development centers to conduct integrated workshops to address a variety of issues.
Some of the issues include creat-
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BEIRUT: Some 40 Lebanese companies attended “Swiss Innovation
Days,” a two-day conference promoting collaboration and technological exchange organized by the Swiss
Embassy and Berytech, a Lebanese
business development center.
The event coincided with an official visit by the Swiss Secretary of
State for Education, Research, and
Innovation Mauro Dell’Ambrogio,
who praised the local business climate. “Lebanon is … the most open
country in the region to do business
with,” he said Friday.
The conference was set up to help
Swiss and Lebanese companies in
the clean technologies industry facilitate cooperation and the exchange
of innovations and business models.
“Politically, we are not a major
power in the world, but the Swiss
are a leading example in innovations
in science, education, technology,
and business,” Dell’Ambrogio said.
The program opened Thursday
with a seminar on education at Saint
Joseph University followed by the
“Clean Tech Innovation Conference”
which featured speeches by Dell’Ambrogio, Swiss Ambassador H. E.
Francois Barras, Chairman and CEO
of Berytech Maroun Chammas, and
CEO of the Centre Suisse d’Electronique et Microtechnique Mauro alKhoury. The day concluded with the
Watt d’Or exhibition, which showcased recipients of annual award given by the Swiss Federal Office of

Energy to projects that “offer a significant benefit for society.”
The second day of the program,
held in Ashrafieh’s Hotel Sofitel
Beirut Le Gabriel, saw Swiss delegates detail some of the technologies
and advances being researched and
implemented by their respective companies, including transparent solar
panels, water distribution systems,
and specialized insulating cement.
Asked what the Swiss companies
represented at the conference could
gain from the exchange with their
Lebanese counterparts, Dell’Ambrogio cited the importance of foreign ventures to the Swiss economy.
“Switzerland has a high cost of living. The only way to export our services is to cooperate with foreign countries. For every one job in Switzerland, we need to create five from
abroad to keep the business viable.
The event is useful to exchange ideas,
human capital, and technological
innovations from both countries.”
The conference could become a
yearly fixture, according to First Secretary of the Swiss Embassy Chasper
Sarott. “Clean tech companies are
concerned with clean technology in
fields such as waste management,
water distribution, and energy conservation. The Swiss companies are
here to introduce some of this technology to Lebanese companies to
expand their market.”
“This is the first time we [have
held] this event,” he said. “Whether
or not it will become an annual conference depends on how the Swiss
companies respond [to] Lebanese
businesses, but from what I can see,
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Swiss technology on display at new business conference

A Swiss delegate talks to a local engineer during the conference in Beirut.

they seem very satisfied with what the
Lebanese companies have to offer.”
Ramy Bou Jawdeh, Deputy General Manager of Berytech, said he
hoped the event would promote
mutually beneficial growth and ultimately create new jobs for skilled
Lebanese workers.
“We want the Swiss companies to
establish a foothold in Lebanon so
that they may sell and distribute

their products more easily in the
region. We also want to bridge the
innovation gap between the countries by integrating some of the
patents and technologies the Swiss
companies have to offer.”
“Lebanon offers a lot of human
capital. We have a lot of fresh college graduates in engineering and
the sciences that have the necessary
skills to put their knowledge in their

respective fields to good use.”
Asked about his participation,
Anis Bejjani, managing director of
Avantis Engineering, said, “My
company focuses on designing,
building, and doing business in
power plants. I’m here to learn
about the new innovations in my
field that these Swiss companies
have to offer.”
Karim Hashash, an environmen-

tal consultant for Sustainable Environmental Solutions, voiced similar
motivations. “My company consults
other companies in finding technological solutions by saving energy
through photovoltaics, waste management, and energy efficiency.”
The conference concluded with
the signing of a cooperation agreement between CSEM and the
Lebanese University.

