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T: Shepherds near the border
ria in Akkar were fired on by
roops Thursday, causing no
es, according to the National
gency. It said the gunfire
x sheep, but wounded none of
herds. Separately, a Syrian
unded during the unrest in his
was taken to hospital in
he NNA said. It did not specircumstances of the incident,
the Red Cross and Lebanon’s
Security coordinated the
of the wounded man, who
carrying any identification
from the Al-Qaa crossing in
aa to Salam Hospital in
at, Akkar. – The Daily Star

try ‘not ready’ for
rtional vote: minister

T: Lebanon “isn’t ready” for
onal representation in the
rliamentary elections, accordMinister of State Salim Karam.
g to a local radio station,
said “I’m against proportional
ntation because of the diffiapplying it – Lebanon isn’t
et for proportional representahe minister, from the Marada
ent, said that when a proposal
ce the winner-takes-all sysh proportional representation
cussed in the last Cabinet
, “disputes were focused on
ale quota and sectarian
– The Daily Star

st warrants issued
rms-trading Syrians

T: Arrest warrants were
Thursday against three Syrian
s for being involved in the
de. According to judicial
Military Judge Fadi Sawwan
n arrest warrant for Ammar
dib, who was detained in
n earlier this week, and anothn absentia for Mohammad
Bashlah, who was detained
s arrival in Lebanon from
based on the warrant.
n also issued an arrest warrant
tia for Mohammad Hamad
sources said. They said the
s were Syrian nationals workaudi Arabia and banned from
Syria. – The Daily Star

men’s prisons to be
ated, Abu Faour says

T: Social Affairs Minister Wael
our announced Thursday that
uthorities will help carry out
on projects in the Baabda and
women’s prisons. During a visit
da’s women prison, which sufm overcrowding and other probbu Faour said his ministry will
improve incarceration condiith a special focus on pregnant
and newborns. “Sooner or latwill be done with your prison
es and you should meet your
in respectable places,” Abu
dded. Separately, families of
of Roumieh and other prisons
brief midnight protest in
southern suburbs Wednesday
ned the government and Paragainst failing to pass a genersty. – The Daily Star

stry warn citizens of
voting scams

T: Officials are warning
ext message and email scams
m to promote voting for the
otto as one of the New 7 Wonhe World. The Social Affairs
y said Thursday it was not the
f the messages, despite claims
ontrary. The false messages
at the vote for Jeita will be
l Nov. 11, the ministry said,
hat the cost of SMS votes was
cents. The ministry also denied
government was benefiting
e voting revenues, which go
o the 7 Wonders organization.
ely, the organization “For
n,” also involved in the Jeita
gn, warned against the website
desms.com, which it said
d to allow a vote for Jeita, but
was directing the votes to the
a, which is also in the contest.
aily Star

of 3 pickpocketing
es detained by ISF

T: A three-member gang of
including a 67-year-old man,
n arrested, the Internal Securis announced Thursday. Two
e and a Palestinian were
d after the ISF monitored the
s of the gang, which was
n Beirut and Mount Lebanon,
light-green 1975 Mercedes.
said the men would lure their
nto sitting in the window seat
next to a gang member seate middle. The “passenger”
hen pretend to reach across
k the door of the car, while
g the victim of his valuables.
said the members confessed
ing out dozens of robberies in
hion. – The Daily Star

of drunks vandalizes
e station in Raouche

T: A pair of drunken men who
y tried unsuccessfully to visit

March 8 narrowly
takes largest faculty at
Beirut campus, March
14 prevails in Sidon
By Wassim Mroueh

BEIRUT: Student supporters of
Michel Aoun’s Free Patriotic Movement and its allies triumphed in student elections in most faculties of Universite Saint Joseph Thursday.
The electoral contest pitted the
March 14 coalition, including the
Lebanese Forces, the Kataeb (Phalange) and Future Movement, against
the FPM, Hezbollah, the Amal Movement and other March 8 forces.
At the Campus of Human Sciences
in Huvelin Street in Beirut, student
supporters of the FPM and its allies
took over the Faculty of Business and
management, the largest in the campus, from the March 14 coalition.
The March 8 coalition clinched
eight seats while their rivals won seven in the faculty where Hezbollah and
Amal have a significant presence.
In the same campus, the March 8
and March 14 candidate slates each
picked up five seats in the Faculty of
Law, while another seat was won by an
independent candidate.
March 14 student candidates won
unopposed in the Faculty of Insurance.
In other campuses, student candidates from the FPM and its allies won
in the Faculty of Engineering, clinching
eight seats while their rivals got seven.
The FPM and its allies emerged victorious in the faculties of Economics,
Pharmacy, Dentistry and Medicine.
March 14 triumphed in the faculties
of Nursing and Enterprise Management, while student supporters of the
coalition won in USJ’s Sidon campus.
At the Huvelin campus, elections
ran smoothly except for a small scuffle that pitted pro-Hezbollah and Amal
students versus supporters of the LF
students in the Faculty of Business and
Management in the morning.
During the day, both camps strived
to secure votes, with political affiliations being the key determinant of voters’ choices.
“I voted for March 14 because they
represent Lebanon’s freedom, the real
independence from Syria,” Chawqi, a
student in the Faculty of Business and
Management told The Daily Star. “They
call for real democracy, and do not support the use of weapons in politics.”
Chawqi said that student elections
in Huvelin were “75 percent political
and 25 percent to do with the program
[of the lists].”
But Rana, who’s now pursuing her
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By Olivia Alabaster

BEIRUT: While Lebanon is considered to have high human development
rates compared to other countries in the
region, the lack of data presents many
obstacles to growth, delegates heard at
the launch of the Human Development
Report 2011 in Beirut Thursday.
The annual U.N. Development Program report, this year entitled, “Sustainability and Equity: A Better Future
forAll,” ranked Lebanon 71 out of 187
countries, one place higher than its last
appearance in the HDR in 2009.
Lebanon was not included in last
year’s report due to a lack of statistics,
and this dearth was again cited as a
major obstacle to national progress.
The U.N. measures human development on three basic dimensions: a
long and healthy life, access to knowledge and a decent standard of living.
This year’s report makes special
reference to the relationship between
the environment and human progress,
and Environment Minister Nazim
Khoury spoke at the launch.
The HDR, he said, highlighted that
the main challenge facing the world
today is to provide for future generations so that the “the present does not
become the enemy of the future.”
Human development, Khoury said,
reveals the “close relationship
between sustainability and equity”
which must be respected “so that we
can achieve our main demands of
equality between all people, of all
sects, across the world.”
Kamal Hamdan, the managing
director of the Consultation and
Research Institute, presented and analyzed the report’s key findings relating
to Lebanon, and the wider Arab
region. The report’s overwhelming
findings, he said, were the huge discrepancies between various countries
within the region.
In terms of health, the average life
expectancy in Lebanon is 72.6 years,
which places it 14th in the region,
behind Occupied Palestine in 13th
place at 72.8 years but above the world
average of 69.8 years.
While Lebanon’s average life
expectancy has increased by six years
since 1980, Hamdan said that with one
The Daily Star
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Supporters of the Free Patriotic Movement flash their movement’s sign and celebrate victory.

second degree at USJ, where she’s
been a student for seven years, said that
she has lost faith in student elections.
“I voted until last year, but I will not
this year,” she said.
“Once elected, it is always your
political stance which prevails. Moreover, the programs are just absurd,”
she added.
But besides politics, each of the
competing groups said that it was running for the benefit of students.
Fawzi Haddad, the FPM candidate
for the post of the president of the student council at the Faculty of Business
and Management, said that his program covered social as well as academic issues, which he accused the
March 14 candidates of neglecting.
Haddad said that his list adopted the
slogan of “partnership and love,”
which was put forward by Maronite
Patriarch Beshara Rai.
“We want to be friends with everybody, without sectarianism, while the
other side incites students against each
other based on sectarianism,” he said.
On Haddad’s agenda is a request to
the university to allow students to
open an on-campus office for academic guidance along with establishing an

in the middle regionally and at 7.9 years,
has a similar rate to Latin America.
Despite often priding itself on
being the birthplace of the alphabet,
Hamdan warned the Lebanese to be “a
bit more humble” about the country’s
educational levels.
Citing a desire for better education
as a key factor behind this year’s Arab
Spring, Hamdan also highlighted the
report’s findings in regard to secondary education – the proportion of those
over 25 years of age holding a degree.
The region ranks poorly in relation
to the rest of the world, with less than
half of the population educated to a
secondary level and a relatively low
overall share of Lebanon’s population
falls in this category, Hamdan said.
However the gender gap is quasinon-existent, he added, with 32.4 percent of women and 33.3 percent of
men holding a degree in Lebanon. In
Syria, Libya, Kuwait and Qatar, more
women than men hold degrees.
In terms of gender equality, which
is measured by reproductive health,
empowerment and economic activity,
the region “lags behind other areas in
empowering women” the report says,
and Hamdan said this was another key
instigator behind the Arab Spring.
Lebanon ranks eighth in terms of
gender quality in the region, with
Kuwait, the UAE and Bahrain leading
the pack. Yemen has the highest levels
of gender inequality in the region.
The Arab region has the lowest
female labor participation in the
world, at almost half the global rate,
the report shows. Lebanon ranks poorly, with the sixth lowest in the region,
at 22.3 percent, (versus 71.5 percent
for men) despite the absence of a gender gap in education.
So while many women are receiving
an education, they are not necessarily
joining the work force, Hamdan said.
In terms of the environment, the
Arab region faces many challenges,
the report shows. It is the world’s most
arid region, has the world’s highest
dependency on fossil fuels and the
greatest urban pollution of all regions.
Seifeldin Abbaro, UNDP’s country
director for Lebanon, also spoke at the
launch, and said that climate change
has become a reality to everyone, even
the skeptics.
Khoury said that each of us must

SMS-text message system to inform
students, especially those coming
from faraway places, of urgent news
such as the absence of professors.
But Gilbert Ashqar, the representative of LF students at Huvelin, said
that the March 14 list had a “comprehensive” program touching on academics along with social events
“We promised to work on academic
reform … and we will be helping students with issues such as changing professors or taking credits that they are
not allowed to take,” he said, acknowledging that it was difficult to work on
demands such as reducing tuition fees.
Ashqar is a student at the Faculty of
Insurance, whose seats were won by
the March 14 coalition last year as well.
“Academic-wise, students had no
demands last year, the administration
was good, but we held social events on
all occasions.”
Ashqar said that the contest was
“highly” political. “I don’t think that
both sides focus on the programs.”
The LF student said that the FPM
was exploiting the Maronite patriarchate for electoral aims.
“They used the slogan to attract
votes of Christians, but let’s not

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION EXISTS – AT USJ

BEIRUT: As the debate over adopting a proportional representation system in parliamentary polls
in Lebanon intensifies, Universite Saint Joseph has begun using the system in student elections.
According to the system in use by the university, any group that picks up at least 25 percent of
the votes is allocated one delegate seat out of three delegate seats representing each class.
The guaranteed threshold of representation is the opposite of Lebanon’s current winner-takeall system in parliamentary elections, where a candidate list that obtains just under 50 percent
support can still fail to gain a single seat in a district.
A committee chaired by Interior Minister Marwan Charbel has drafted an electoral law for the
2013 parliamentary elections based on proportional representation. However, adopting the
mechanism in a system that allocates seats to certain sects, according to some experts, is difficult to implement.
Some parties have cautiously supported the idea, while awaiting further details. – The Daily Star

exploit the patriarchate for political
reasons,” he said. But, he added, “I
have no problem in this slogan if they
really implement it.”
Ashqar dismissed claims by rival
groups that the LF was playing on sectarian feelings.
But despite this acute polarization
at Huvelin, the independent “Linkage”
list triumphed at the Faculty of Political Science.
“Inside the university, we have
nothing to do with politics and we are
not close to any party, we work for the

university only,” Laurent Zaloum, a
member of the list told The Daily Star.
“We are gradually trying to get the
university out of this political thinking,” he added.
Tamim Abu Karroum, a Lebanese
Association for Democratic Elections
member who supervised the elections
in the campus, told The Daily Star that
elections were “quiet and organized by
the administration.”
The Progressive Socialist Party
boycotted the polls. – With additional
reporting by Enora Castagne

